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CHURCH SERVICES 

At Burntwood Methodist Church 
Cannock Road, Burntwood, WS7 0BJ 

 
Sunday 

 Morning Worship  10.00 am 
  Junior Church   10.00 am 
 (Joint worship for first 15 minutes) 

Tea and Coffee served after Morning Service. 

 
 Evening Worship    6.15 pm 
  
 

Thursday 

      Morning Worship  10.45 am 

 

If you require a lift to any of the Services,  

please contact a steward 

 

www.burntwoodmethodistchurch.org.uk 
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Dear Friends, 
 I’ve had conversations with 
many of you concerning the 
recent tragedy that took place at 
Virginia Tech University, where a 
student shot and killed 32 of his 
classmates and professors, and 
injured and traumatized many 
more.  Neither Katie or I know 
anyone who is currently at 
Virginia Tech, but I do know some 
graduates who have no doubt 
been affected by seeing what has 
transpired at the university they 
studied at and I know that many 
at home are struggling to 
understand what has happened.  
Indeed, there are so many 
questions.  What was going 
through the mind of Cho Seung-
Hui, the shooter—what drives a 
person to such ruthless violence?  
Why do we as a society continue 
to tolerate escalating gun 
technology that develops more 
efficient ways to kill?  Why the 
loss of these lives, so young and 
full of promise, students who 
would be leaders in their fields, 
teachers and professors who 
were leading authorities in their 
areas of expertise?  Why is such 
evil loose in the world?  I have 
found myself drawn to the news, 
reading stories on the Internet 
and watching news coverage, I 
guess trying in vain to make 

sense of the senseless. 
Answers to our questions 

are scarce in the face of tragedies 
like these.  Our advanced 
technologies, numerous 
discoveries and advanced studies 
have helped us to learn a great 
deal about ourselves, our bodies, 
our minds, the world in which we 
live, the way we think, work, 
worship, learn, and live together.  
Then things like this happen, and 
we realize that there are things 
human beings are capable of, in 
our deepest, darkest human 
selves, that we still do not 
understand.  And so we pray.  We 
pray for the victims and their 
families; we pray for the shooter’s 
family, who are victims as well; 
we pray, though it may be difficult, 
for Cho Seung-Hui; we pray for 
the world in which we live, which 
seems intent on sustaining a 
culture that is built on and bathed 
in violence.  We pray.  There is 
little else to do. 

But there are some things 
we do not do.  We do not despair.  
We are people who believe that 
Jesus Christ rose from the grave, 
that he conquered the forces of 
sin and death.  We believe that by 
his resurrection, sin has lost its 
dominion and death has lost its 
sting.  We are confronted by the 
horrific events in Blacksburg, 
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Virginia, and we proclaim that 
Christ has won the victory, even 
over evil such as this.  The 
images that we have seen, the 
tears and bloodshed, sadness 
and brokenness, those are not 
the last word.  God still has the 
last word, and God’s last word is 
resurrection.  And so we do 
grieve; we may weep, we may 

wonder, we may get angry, we 
may be silent, and we may never 
understand.  But thanks be to 
God, Christ is Risen, and we do 
not despair. 

                                            
Grace and Peace, 

                                                                      
Chris 
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27/03/07 
Kath introduced our Speaker for 
this evening – Keith Rothery (not 
that he needed any introduction 
really) who talked to us about 
“Looking back at Methodism in 
the 1920’s”. 
 
It was a very pleasant and 
interesting evening as all Keith’s 
talks are.  By some good fortune 
he had been given four 
Wesleyan Magazines dating 
from 1920 to 1934.  This was the 
last issue before the division of 
Primitive Methodists from the 
Wesleyan Church. 
 
These magazines were really 
something – in hard back – none 
of your paperbacks for these! 
They would have cost a small 
fortune to produce these days.  
It was fascinating to hear Keith 
read out the names of the 
dignitaries now long gone.  One 
name, however, kept cropping 
up and very much with us today 
was Dorothy Perks (Dot 
Richards) who was the winner of 
a JMA medal not once, but 
twice. 
 
Another amazing price of 
information was that in those 

days their bazaars lasted for  a 
period of three days and were 
always opened by prominent 
people - here again Dot’s name 
cropped up when she presented 
a bouquet to a lady member of 
the party. 
 
Keith was quite taken with an 
article about the Boys Brigade 
parading on a Christmas 
morning and collecting for a ‘do’ 
for the “Old People” of the area 
which was held in May of the 
following year.  This practice 
was carried out for a good many 
years.  I can remember my 
mother attending these functions 
for years – not because she was 
old in the beginning but because 
she was widowed at the age of 
thirty years.  Mum attended for 
many years – I can even 
remember going to meet her 
from the Institute (where these 
parties were held) when I came 
home from work . 
 
It was really interesting to hear 
about the small amounts raised 
at these functions, but I suppose 
they would amount to small 
fortunes these days. 
 
Thank you Keith for another 

CHASETOWN LADIES GUILD REPORTS 
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lovely evening – please come 
again soon!!! 
 
Prayers were said for all our 
absent friends and colleagues 
and we all said our farewells to 
Mel who leaves the district on 
Saturday – we will all miss her. 
 
Our thanks to Christine for the 
lovely refreshments.  
 
03/04/07 
It was an extra special evening 
this evening at Ladies Guild – we 
celebrated our Easter Service. 
 
Georgina was in charge of 
proceedings, it was really lovely 
with Vera and Margaret reading 
appropriate passages from the 
Bible and Betty and myself 
leading the prayers. 
 
Georgina gave a talk entitled 
“Were you there?” which was 
about Mary Magdalene– a brief 
glimpse into her life really.  
Which must have been pretty 
traumatic to say the least, to 
witness the cruelty inflicted on 
Jesus on the cross and then to 
visit His tomb later to find His 
body had disappeared and finally 
not to recognise Jesus when they 
met in the Garden. 
 

Thank you Georgina for telling us 
all about this time in Mary’s life – 
I must say, of course, there was 
a lot more to the story than I 
could possibly relate here. 
 
We ended the evening in fine 
style with buttered Hot Cross 
Buns followed by Easter Eggs – 
absolutely smashing.  A very big 
thank you to Glenis who provided 
all these ‘goodies’.  Thanks 
everyone for a wonderful 
evening. 
 
17/04/07 
Margaret introduced our Speaker 
this evening – Howard Lowe – a 
Member and past President of 
the Burntwood Rotary Club. 
 
No prize for guessing the subject 
of Howard’s talk –of course – the 
Rotary Club and he told us in 
great detail how they endeavour 
to carry out their motto which is 
“Service before Self”. 
 
It was lovely to learn all about 
their fund raising activities in the 
area and to hear how much care 
and help they give in the 
community.  We heard in 
particular of the Rotary’s 
sponsorship of a group of Scouts 
to go to a Jamboree in Thailand.  
This was after the group ad 
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Ladies Guild Speakers 
1st May Betty Davies— Salvation Army 
8th May No Meeting 
15th May Members Night & Fairtrade Table 
22nd May The Worship Band 
29th May No Meeting 
 
5th June Margaret Elkington—Faith 
12th June Members Night 
19th June Brenda Benton—Testimony & Poetry 
26th June To be announced 

carried out some fund raising on 
their own behalf and the Rotary 
made up the deficit.  The Scouts 
had put forward a very good 
case.  The groups were so 
appreciative of what the Club had 
done for them, upon their return, 
they visited the Club and gave 
the Members a full account of 
their fantastic trip – which was 
rather nice. 
 
As you can imagine there were 
loads more Howard talked about 
such as how the Officers are 
elected etc., and once again I 
have only scratched the surface 
of the information given. 
 
Thank you Howard for a lovely, 
interesting evening – even 
though you were absolutely 
shattered at being in Bristol all 
day and made the effort to come 

and talk to us.  Perhaps you can 
come again soon when we can 
continue where we left off. 
 
Prayers were said for all our 
absent friends and colleagues, 
especially Gwyneth.  It was lovely 
to have Madge back with again 
too. 
 
Our thanks to Dot for the lovely 
refreshments – a really delicious 
birthday cake, with all the 
trimmings – not with candles 
though, I hasten to add – it would 
have been a fire hazard though. 
(I mean this in the nicest possible 
way of course Dot!!! )    
 
Thanks to Barbara for playing for 
us every week and not forgetting 
our thanks , as ever, to all who 
helped in the kitchen. 

Joyce Smith 
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29/03/07 
It was a member’s meeting.  This is 
when members choose a hymn, 
reading, story or poem that they would 
like to share.  We do not have a theme, 
so a varied programme is the order of 
the day. 
 
Irvine brought a tape of the 
International Salvation Army Staff Band 
playing ‘As the deer pants for the 
water’.  Quite a favourite for some 
members.  The tape was then rewound 
and we sang with the band.  Other 
hymns chosen included ‘God forgave 
my sins in Jesus’ name’, ‘Joy to the 
world’, ‘Bind us together Lord’ and ‘May 
God’s blessings surround you each 
day’. 
 
We heard the words of the Dalai Lama 
on Precious Human Life, a report on 
the distribution of the Christmas Shoe 
Boxes and the delight on the faces of 
those that received them.  An item from 
Puddings and Cakes—’God’s Coventry 
Cakes’, plus numerous poems.  They 
all gave us food for thought.  We 
closed with hymn 506 ‘O Lord my God’.  
The new Creed from Cliff College was 
followed by us joining hands and 
saying the blessing. 

Maundy Thursday—5/04/07 
Maureen Butcher read an account of 
the hidden talents of Irvine Devey when 
he accompanied the Salvation Army 
Band playing the bones.  We hope to 
have the pleasure of hearing him 
sometime in the future.  She also 
thanked young Emily for the lovely 
Easter card she had made us.  We put 
it on the Alter table for the Easter week. 
 
Rev Chris Furr then started us in good 
voice to sing three hymns, ‘Meekness 
and Majesty’, ‘There is a green hill’, 
and ‘Christ is surely coming’, followed 
by the reading from Matthew Ch 26 
v17-30. 
 
A reception class had given Chris the 
following answers when asked from 
where things come:- 
Cotton from sheep, bread from a shop, 
corn from a can, milk from the milkman, 
chicken from Col.Sanders and burgers 
from MacDonalds!   He then said the 
most costly meal is Communion served 
by sacrifice.  Brought and paid for by 
our Saviour.  At Easter time we count 
the cost, and after singing ‘Let us break 
bread together’ we shared communion 
followed by prayers.  ‘When I survey 
the wondrous cross’ and the blessing 

Burntwood Thursday Church 
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closed our service. 
 
12/04/07 
Joan Bulkeley led our worship.  We 
were reminded of the story of the Last 
Supper in our reading from mark and 
then Joan talked about her visits to 
Oberammergau.  She has been 
fortunate enough to go on three 
occasions, the first time round with her 
family in 1980 when they say the various 
costumes used for the play; the second 
time with her husband in 1990 when 
they saw the play and lastly in 2000 
when she and Gill Ruffle went with a 
tour organised by a previous member 
here in Burntwood who later became a 
Methodist Minister. 
 
She told us that the play originated back 
in 1633 when a plaque hit the area and 
the villagers made a vow that if no-one 
else succumbed to the plague and died 
they would perform a play representing 
Christ’s sufferings every 10 years.  No-
one else did die and the play in it’s 
present style started in 1680. 
 
The play is performed in German, with 
English text, which Joan brought for us 
to see, along with other various 
souvenirs and pamphlets.  Most, if not 
all of the villagers take part, there could 

be 800 people on 
stage at any one 
time, ordinary 
people who 
perform every 10 
years, many from 
childhood right 
through to old age 
who see to tell the 
story of Jesus’ 
suffering to 
believers and non-believers in words, 
music and tableaux. 
 
Joan and Gill both said what a moving 
experience it had been, thunderous 
applause spoke volumes at the end of 
the performance and yet folk remained 
strangely subdued as they left the 
theatre, which is in the open air and 
therefore open to all weathers!  On a 
lighter note, Gill told us that it was 
slightly incongruous to see Mary 
|Magdalene whizzing down the street on 
her bike!  A very interesting morning—
next performance is 2010, those 
interested will need to start saving 
pennies! 
 
Once again we say a big ‘thank you’ to 
our pianist and tea ladies who look after 
us each week. 

Burntwood Thursday Church meets on Thursday at 10:45am 
 

  3rd May No Meeting—Trip to Black Country Museum 
10th May Delia Cowell 
17th May The Leprosy Mission 
24th May Joyce Sayer 
31st May Terry Trigg & Richard Brookes 

 
Service lasts approximately 1 hour with tea and coffee served afterwards 
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We gathered with unparalleled 
excitement for an evening of 
digitally controlled entomography 
preceded by a Faith Tea.  
Suspicions were raised somewhat 
when the organiser left before the 
Tea and wasn’t seen again all 
evening.  Later 
information confirmed 
that it was really a prior 
engagement and not 
anything gastric or a 
desire to join the ranks 
of mass murderers. 
 
Pencils sharpened and 
poised, die suitably 
ready in their 
respective cups and, 
under the learned 
directions Terry Trigg, 
of the Master of 
Ceremonies for the evening, we 
were off.  The rules were there to 
be observed and enhanced as 
circumstances dictated during the 
evening.  The fact that two ghosts 
were playing led to some spirited 
exchanges and a little confusion 
since they were unable to throw the 
dice themselves; this task being I 
the hands of their partner which 
meant the regular anticlockwise 
rotation of the dice throwing was 
interrupted once per rotation. 

But we persisted and, even when 
the two ghosts were playing 
together the MC maintain order 
discipline and a sense of humour. 
 
Age being no bar to successful 
entomolographal artistic talent the 

range of bodies, heads, 
legs, feelers, eyes etc 
went from David 
Attenborough via David 
Bellamy to Picasso and 
Gerald Scarfe but the 
scoring was meticulous 
and in the end the 
evening was a triumph for 
the randomness of the 
dice; for the winners I am 
sure would not claim any 
credit for skilful play. 
 
A great evening, this time 

needing the larger space provided 
by the church over that of the 
extension as its popularity grows 
and I am sure all will look forward to 
the next event; many thanks to all 
who organised the event. 

WRB 
 

Ed:  Another Beetle drive at 
Burntwood on Saturday 7th July at 
4pm with a Strawberry Tea. 

�
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More Beetle Drive News! 
 
‘While you are with us’ said 
Carol Whitson, you can have a 
nice leisurely evening taking 
the girls to our beetle drive. 
We arrived not with two but 
four girls.  Fine until Terry 
Trigg said GO! –No one plays 
beetle as fast as Chasetown 
Methodist Church. Terry, of 
course, took everything in his 
stride to give us a very good 
evening - M.C., Playing a 
ghost, as well as his own hand 
and adjudicating where 
necessary.  All this on a full 
stomach after we had enjoyed 
an excellent Faith Supper. 
What a joy to be able to have a 

real church family evening with 
players of every age taking 
part.  Even those who had 
never been inside the church 
before being there, next day 
they were in worship, that 
alone must commend this 
night.  But some, Graham 
Starling and Bill Betts came 
out on top, while for our visit – 
well, we did come away with 
the booby. 
 

Many thanks 
to all who 
helped make 

this a most 
enjoyable evening.  

 
Edith and Bill Sanders. 

Next Chasetown Family Event: 
 
 
 

 
BYOG (Bring Your Own Grub) Event 

 
Sunday 24th June after morning worship, in the church grounds 

 
Everyone is welcome to join us as we celebrate 30 years at 

Lawnswood Avenue 
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If you are able to deliver and collect Christian Aid envelopes during 
the week beginning Sunday 13th May please sign up for a road or 
two, on the list on the notice board or see: 
Terry Trigg at Chasetown, Joan Bayliss at Burntwood, or Barbara 
Bevan at Chase Terrace. 
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Thank God it’ s Saturday 
(A New Life in the Spir it meeting) 
 

 
 

Saturday 12th May  
Chasetown Methodist Church 

Lawnswood Avenue, Chasetown 
 

‘Understanding the Times’ 
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www.tgis.org.uk                                             e-mail: info@tgis.org.uk 

Next Month : Saturday 9th June Praise & Testimony Evening 
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Guidelines for Articles for ‘The Link’ 
 
One page : 300 words  
Please put your name on an article—if 
you would like to remain anonymous 
then put a note on asking for your name 
to be withheld.   
If you are sending a copy of someone 
else’s written work, please make sure 
you have permission to do so. 
 
Email link@casprint.co.uk or hand 
articles to your church rep:- 
Chasetown—Carol Whitson or the box 
in the foyer. 
Burntwood—Pat Stonehouse. 
Chase Terrace—Pat Small. 
 
We welcome articles on all subjects—
they don’t have to be about church, you 
may like to write about your work, your 
holiday…  any photos, digital or other,  

quizzies, crosswords.  Please let me 
have dates of Birthdays, anniversaries, 
etc. Sorry - no adverts apart from 
church ones.   
 
Please note that articles in the 
magazine are  the personal opinions of 
the authors concerned and may not 
always represent the policy of The 
Methodist Church.   Material is offered 
as a source of debate or reflection.  
 
For permission to reproduce an article 
from ‘The Link’, please contact the 
editor in the first instance. 
                  Carol Whitson (Editor) 

             Tel: 01543 675852 
Email: link@casprint.co.uk 

Lent appeal 
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 �
Burntwood’s Jar contained £90—that ‘s 6 wells! 

Chasetown Jars are still being counted and collected - so please 
return them if you haven’t already! 
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Chasetown:  BCU BBQ and United Service on 15th July at 4pm.  
We have been asked to display details of all the charities/Mission 
that we support.  Terry Trigg is co-ordinating the display so please 
could people responsible let him has any information by 1st July. 

Burntwood Wakes Friday Night BCU Event on 10th August  
if anyone is able to help with stewarding, refreshments or would like 
to take part please speak to Terry Trigg. (670822) 
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Chasetown’s Good Causes for 2007 
30% of all money raised at Chasetown Methodist is donated to the 
two good causes (one home and one overseas) that have been 
selected each year.  This year they are Pathway and Phakamisa.  
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� � � �� � �
� 	 
 � � �
At Chase Terrace 
Methodist Church 

� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � 
 � � � �
Many Thanks to all who 

attended  and  
all who helped in any way. 

A special thank you to Betty 
and Pauline Gary for all their 

knitting . 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Raised 
 £688 

 Well done 
Everyone 
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� � � � � � � � � 	 	

 � � � 
 	 � � � � � � � 	

	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	

� � � � � � 	 � � � � 	 � � � 	
� � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � 
 � 	 � � � � � � 	

Tickets £2  
including refreshments 

 
Please see Margaret, Joan, 

Wendy or any member of Girls 
Brigade 
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Fr iday 22nd to 
Monday 25th June 2007 
(10:30am-8:30pm except Sunday 12:30pm-5:30pm) 

 
 At Chasetown Methodist Church 

(as par t of Wolverhampton &  Shrewsbury Distr ict Celebrations) 
 

Book the date but also…….. 
……….Help is needed 

 
140 hours of stewarding is required  - please contact 
Terry Trigg (01543 670822) if you are able to help for 
an hour or two or three or more!!!! 
Help serving refreshments—please contact Wendy 
Dunn (01543 683260)  
 
 
 
 

HELP!!    HELP!!!!   
PLEASE!!  PLEASE!! 
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Charles Wesley 

Celebrating the Day of Pentecost  
A tercentenary look at his hymns  

 
Celebrating the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to the Church on the Day of 
Pentecost was very important for 
Charles Wesley.  With Christians in 
general he saw this great event as 
marking the beginning, the first 
birthday, of the Christian Church. 
The Spirit came upon the disciples, 
as Jesus promised he would, and 
they were ‘filled’ with the Spirit (Acts 
2:4). The Spirit made them bold in 
their witness and preaching and on 
that first Pentecost Day, some three 
thousand people believed in Christ, 
were baptised and added to the 
Church (Acts 2:41). Charles Wesley 
longed for this kind of Pentecostal 
evangelism in his own generation. 
A significant revival broke out in the 
Methodist Society in Dewsbury, 
Yorkshire, in 1760. It quickly spread 
to other areas in England and 
Ireland and Charles wrote of it as 
‘the Day of Pentecost’ coming 
again. 

In his many hymns on the Person 
and Work of the Holy Spirit, he 
expressed prayer and longing and 
expectancy that the Spirit will come 
in reviving and renewing power 
upon the Church. ‘O that the 
Comforter would come!’ ‘Come, 
Holy Ghost, all-quickening fire.’ 
‘Pour Thy Spirit from on high.’ 
‘Send the Promise down.’ In 1742 
Charles published a hymn entitled, 
‘Hymn for the Day of Pentecost.’ 
Running to twelve stanzas, it linked 
the events of Pentecost with Jesus’ 
promise that the Comforter would 
come. 

Our Jesus is gone up on high 
For us the blessing to receive… 
‘The Holy Ghost, if I depart  
The Comforter, shall surely come.’ 

But the promise of the Spirit’s 
coming does not just relate to the 
past. In every age the Church must 
believe this promise and pray and 
expect the Spirit to come. 

Lord, we believe to us and ours 
The apostolic promise given 
We wait to taste the heavenly powers 
The Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. 

At Pentecost the Spirit’s coming 
was attended with the signs of ‘the 
rush of a mighty wind’ and ‘tongues 
as of fire.’ Charles Wesley 
interpreted these phenomena as 
indicating God’s plan to fill his 
people with the fire of his Spirit and 
shake the world to acknowledge 
God. So he prayed. 
Come as a mighty rushing wind 
To shake our earth come down from 
heaven … 
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Kindle in each Thy living fire 
And fix in every heart Thy seat. 

In particular Charles Wesley longed 
for such a Pentecost–like 
outpouring of the Spirit that would 
empower the Church to proclaim 
the gospel to the whole world. 
Should we not join with him in 
praying that such will be the 
Church’s experience in 2007? 

Open our mouths and utterance give 
To publish our Redeemer’s praise … 
And spread through all the earth 
abroad 
The wonders wrought by Jesu’s 
name. 

 
Dr H B McGonigle is Senior Lecturer in Historical 
Theology, Church History and Wesley Studies in 
Nazarene Theological College, Manchester, 
England. 
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Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands  *  4am *  FREE ADMISSION—Donation 
welcome. *  Contact Wendy Burnett   
0121 454 1199 
wendy.b@bbcwildlife.org.uk  

 
More info on the 

website: 
www.idcd.info 
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CMM—Choir 
The Choir was formed by Phil Parkin in 1995 to present Roger 
Jones´ Musicals in and around Birmingham. It is an ecumenical 
choir made up of members of churches from all over the West 
Midlands and has approximately eighty members.  
 
CMM Choir, directed by conductor Penny 
King, are presenting several productions of 
From Pharaoh to Freedom by Roger Jones 
in West Midlands churches this year, joined 
by the West Birmingham CMM Choir, who 
rehearse weekly in Harborne with Sylvia 
Whalley.  From Pharaoh to Freedom is The 
story of the Passover in the Old and New 
Testaments. 
 
Productions are on the following evenings:  
·  Saturday 12 May – Water Orton Parish Church 
·  Sunday 13 May – Church of the Redeemer Baptist Church, 
Edgbaston 
·  Sunday 20 May – Holy Trinity Church, West Bromwich 
·  Sunday 10 June – Holy Trinity Church, Lickey 
·  Saturday 16 June – St Thomas Church, Aldridge 
·  Sunday 17 June – Christ Church, Burney Lane, East 
Birmingham 

More details from Pat Stonehouse at Burntwood. 
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Cannock Ex-Servicemen’s Club MVC 
Present 

In Aid of KATHERINE HOUSE HOSPICE 
Featuring: 

*  � � � � �� � � 	� 
 � �� � 	� 
 	� � � � � � � 	� � �
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 � �
 �� � � � ����
At The Prince of Wales Centre, Cannock 

Cost £5 (adults) & £2.50 (juniors) 
 

Tickets from Geoff Thacker Tel: 01889 574160 
Or the Prince of Wales Box Office Tel: 01543 578762 

 
Members at Chase Terrace Methodist Church are supporting Katherine House Hospice. 
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Churches urge their members 
to vote wisely in 2007 local 
elections 
As Local Authority elections draw near 
and candidates begin to canvas for 
support, The Baptist Union of Great 
Britain, The Methodist Church and The 
United Reformed Church have joined 
together to encourage people to get 
involved, ask their candidates the hard 
questions, and to vote for candidates 
who will contribute to the common good.  
 
On Thursday 3 May 2007, 
there will be local 
government elections in 
England, local government 

and Scottish Parliamentary elections in 
Scotland, and National Assembly 
elections in Wales.  
 
The Baptist Union of Great Britain, The 
Methodist Church and The United 
Reformed Church have produced a 
briefing for the English local council 
elections, which can be found at 
www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
jpit_englishlocalelections_0307.pdf. The 
three denominations suggest some 
questions that could be used to quiz 
candidates on a range of important 

issues such as housing, 
council tax, community 
relations, alcohol and 
gambling. 

ATONEMENT ROW 
BLAMED FOR WORD 
ALIVE SPLIT FROM 
SPRING HARVEST  
The partnership between the Spring 
Harvest and Word Alive festivals has 
ended with one of the sponsors blaming 
the break on a row over the atonement. 
A Universities and Colleges Christian 
Fellowship (UCCF) statement claims 
that Spring Harvest severed the 14-year 
relationship after Word Alive refused to 
give a platform to Revd Steve Chalke 

because of views he has 
expressed on the atonement. 
But Spring Harvest leadership 
chair Rt Revd Pete Broadbent 

disputed this version of events. He said 
that other factors, such as the increasing 
difference between the Word Alive and 
Spring Harvest programmes, lay behind 
the parting. However, he did not ‘want to 
get into a public row with UCCF, whose 
ministry among students’ he supports. 
‘We stand for the same faith and the 
same gospel,’ Bishop Broadbent added.  

Sources: Baptist Times (26/4); Church Times (27/4) 

VATICAN HOPE OF HEAVEN FOR 
BABIES 

There are good reasons to hope that 
babies who die without being baptised 
go to heaven, Vatican theologians have 
concluded. The views 
expressed in a new 41-page 
document draw a line under the 
Medieval idea of Limbo, a place 
where unbaptised babies would 
experience ‘natural happiness’ 

but would not know communion with 
God through Christ. The Hope of 
Salvation for Infants document affirms 
belief in original sin and baptism into 
Christ as the ordinary way of salvation. 
However, it said that grace has priority 

over sin and excluding infants 
from heaven did not seem to 
correspond to Jesus’ love for 
‘the little ones’. 

Sources: The Universe (29/4)  
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This year, experience met optimism as 
two very different runners took on the 
London Marathon for the Methodist 
Relief and Development Fund (MRDF). 
However different, both runners had the 
same aim: to help make ‘small miracles’ 
possible in some world’s poorest 
countries.  
 
MRDF’s first runner was an expert: Jim 
Parrish, member of Baildon Methodist 
Church in West Yorkshire who was 
running his 10th marathon this year. 
Before the race Jim said: “I’ve promised 
my wife this will be the last one. At the 
age of 70 she thinks it’s time I retired 
from running. I’m aiming to complete 
the course within 5 hours and to show 
everyone on 22 April that experience 
goes a long way!”  
 
In contrast, Val Lovett was running her 
first marathon this year. She was 

optimistic that 
she’ll stay the 
course, but 
explains: “No one 
who knows me 
would expect me 
to be running this 
marathon and I 
have found the 
training pretty 
taxing.”  
 
Val works for 

MAYC, which supports activities for 
young people in the Methodist Church, 
and is running to improve opportunities 
for young people in some of the world’s 
poorest countries. “With the money that 
I raise, MRDF will help children and 
young people to achieve things that we 
often take for granted in the UK: 
attending school, staying healthy and 
learning the skills that they need to 
flourish in the future.”  
 
Jim, who worked for 30 years in Africa, 
is raising money through MRDF to help 
people living with 
HIV/AIDS in 
Malawi. The 
money that he 
raises will enable 
orphaned and 
unemployed 
young people to 
support 
themselves 
through keeping 
cows and 
chickens. 
 
Both completed the race Jim managed 
his target just and finished in 4 hours 31 
minutes and 59 seconds and raised 
£1358.  Val did stay the course and 
finished after 7 hours 31 minutes and 
59 seconds and raised £1030. 
�
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Green Tip: Advertise in your local shop 
Want to find a good home for your unwanted goods, but your 
charity shop can©t accept them? If you advertise items such 

as electrical goods, building materials or furniture as ©Free to a 
good home©, it will save you the trouble of moving them and will 
keep them out of landfill. Make the most of your newsagent, post 
office or local shops by advertising in their window, and if there©s a 
small charge, you©ll have the satisfaction of knowing you©re 
supporting a local business. 
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This month we wish Happy Birthday to: 
4th Wesley Potogi will be 5 
4th Rebecca Thomas will be 13 
7th Nathan & Ryan Dunn will be 4 
9th James Willis will be 13 
10th Hester Rowley will be 10 
10th Graham Dunn 
11th Amy Moran will be 14 
12th Katie Dilworth will be 11 

12th Jamie Thorpe will be 13 
15th Charlie Yardley will be 14 
20th Betty Moran 
22nd Jackie Spalding 
 
Births: 
Congratulations to John & Jackie Spalding 
on the arrival of a grandson, 7lb 13oz, 
Owen Peter on 18th April. 
 
Deaths: 

Florence Baxter passed peacefully away on 
April 5th 2007, aged 90 years and will be 
missed by family and friends. 
 
Gilbert Elkington passed away on April 11th 
2007.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
wife Joan and their family. 

 

Please let us have birthdays, anniversaries and any other 
family news for the next issue by the deadline – see back 
page. 
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Let us pray for: 
1st Chris as he continues his 

ministry here 
2nd Chris and Katie as they 

search for new jobs and a 
home 

3rd Our Circuit Ministers 
4th Georgina Brookes, our Lay 

Pastoral Assistant 
5th Our Junior Churches, their 

staff and children 
6th Our Local Preachers 
7th Those who are sick in 

hospital or at home 
8th Those who have been 

bereaved 
9th Those who are depressed, 

anxious or lonely 
Let us give thanks for: 
10th Those who are carers for 

sick relatives and friends 
11th Those who give comfort, 

understanding and 
compassion to the 
bereaved 

12th  Those who devote their 
lives to the service of others 

13th  Those times of great joy 
and happiness in our lives 

14th  Quiet reflective times 
15th  Those who give of their 

time, talents and money in 
the name of our Lord 

16th  The life of Charles Wesley 
and his hymns 

 

17th   The Risen Lord who 
ascended to the Father in 
glory 

18th  Our Lord being able to 
intercede for us 

Let us pray for: 
19th  Our Armed Forces 

overseas 
20th  Hospital, Prison and Armed 

Forces Chaplains 
21st  The work of Burntwood Live 

at Home 
22nd The work of Contact 

International 
23rd  Those taking part in the 

District Pilgrimage from 
Kinver to Mow Cop 

24th  The schools in our areas, 
their staff and pupils 

25th  A time of fellowship and fun 
26th  The various churches in our 

areas, their Ministers and 
congregations 

27th  Forgiveness and help from 
God when we have fallen 

28th  Those suffering through war 
or natural disaster 

29th  Peace in the Middle East 
30th  Inspiration and 

strengthening of 
our prayer life 

31st  Honesty and 
integrity in the 
work of our 
Local and 
District Councils 

PRAYER DIARY FOR MAY 



35 

WEEKDAYS AT BURNTWOOD 
Monday  
9:20am Playgroup 
7:00pm Boys’/Girls Brigade Band Practice 
8:00pm Regnal 
  
 
Tuesday 
9:20am Playgroup 
6:15pm Girls’ Brigade 
 
Wednesday  
1:30pm Live at Home—Friendship Group 
2:00pm Bible Study—House Group 
6:30pm Boys’ Brigade—Anchor boys 
8:00pm Boys’ Brigade—Company Section 
 
Thursday 
9:20am Playgroup 
10:45am Thursday Church 
1:00pm Sugarcraft Classes from beginners to advanced 
  (term time only) 
6:45pm Boys’ Brigade—Junior Section 
8:30pm Boys’ Brigade—Senior Section 
 
Friday 

 
If you require any further details of these activities  

please contact our minister—see below 
(Details of other group meetings in Notices) 

 
Minister: 
 Rev Chris Furr,  60, Queen Street, Chasetown. 
 Tel 01543 682277   
Pastoral Assistant: 
 Mrs Georgina Brooks, 10 Turquoise Grove, Heath Hayes. 
 Tel: 01543 279695 
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Diary for Burntwood 
Please let the editor know of any dates you wish to be included in the next edition. 
 
MAY 
3rd Burntwood Church in use for Elections 
5th Barchester Towers at St.Annes—see page 24 
6th 4am International Dawn Chorus Day—see page 22 
6th  6:15pm Slide Show on South Africa by Rev. Chris Furr  
10th Blood Donors at Chasetown 
11th 7:30pm Quiz Night at Burntwood—see page 18 
12th 6:30pm TGIS—see page 14 
12th CMM Choir at Water Order Parish Church—see page 23 
13th      10am BB / GB Parade Service 
13th-19th Christian Aid Week—see pages 12/13 
14th 2:45pm Over 60’s Tea at Chasetown 
17th 3pm Network at Chasetown 
18th-20th    BB / GB (juniors) weekend away 
20th CMM Choir at Holy Trinity, West Bromwich—see page 23 
23rd-27th District Pilgrimage—Walk from Kinver to Mow Cop—see page 21 
24th 7:30pm Wesley Day Service at Great Wyrley Methodist 
26th 7:30pm A Celebration of Charles Wesley Praise— see page 21 
27th 2:30pm Open Air Celebration at Mow 

Cop—see page 21 
JUNE 
4th 2:45pm Over 60’s Tea at Chasetown 
5th 7:30pm Circuit Meeting at Chase Terrace 
9th 6:30pm TGIS at Chasetown 
10th 6:15pm Methodist United Evening Service at Chase Terrace Methodist 
11th 7:30pm Grapevine Meeting 
16th CMM Choir at Aldridge—see page 23 
17th CMM Choir at Birmingham—see page 23 
21st 3pm Network at Chase Terrace 
22nd-25th EXHIBITION at Chasetown—see page 19 

Weekly Activities are inside the back page. 

Burntwood Bookings & Meetings : Shelia Chaplin 686065 
Chasetown Bookings & Meetings : Betty Myers 682383 

Chase Terrace Bookings & Meetings : Brenda Jackson 670632 
‘Link’ Editor : Carol Whitson on 01543 675852  
  or e-mail: link@casprint.co.uk 

Please Book Space by Sun 13th May—please! 
Next Deadline : Friday 18th May 

JUNE ISSUE—is due out on Sunday 27th May 

14th July—Chris & Katie 
Furr’s Farewell at 
Burntwood—more details 
next month 


